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to break his parole and follow her. In his hurried
search for assistance he either had heard of Frobisher
as a likely man for the job or some one, wishing to put
Frobisher in the way of making a little money, told
Desmond where to find him. The earl sent his servant
to sound the captain as to getting him out of England;
Frobisher pretended to fall in with the idea, and after
securing all the information he could, turned the matter
over the to Queen's Council.
Froude seems to think this sort of thing should be
called treachery, and no doubt by our pure standards of
today it should be. But the sixteenth century was a
century of change, not only in military and naval
matters, but in ethical conceptions. What was the
Spanish ambassador doing at this very moment? He
"was endeavouring to corrupt the Queen's servants and
to foment a rising, among the more devout and less
intelligent Catholics, in his master's favor. What was
Sir Francis Walsyngham, a high minister of state, doing
at this time? He was planting his own spies in the
service of Mary Stuart so that in due course all her
letters came to his hand and provided him with the
evidence which culminated at Fotheringay Castle.
What was Mary Stuart herself doing not five years be-
fore ? She was engaged in the fine feminine occupation
of assisting her lover to blow up her husband, and she
was marrying the successful murderer before the dead
man's body was decently reassembled and interred.
There is nothing to be gained by injecting modern ethics
into the discussion of a sixteenth-century corsair.
Frobisher's declaration makes clear the fact that he
made no move in the matter until the EarPs servant,
"Ralf Whaley, came unto me Martyn Ffurbussh, to my
Lodging at Lambith above Bartilmewetide last past"
very full of "a greatt secret." He was in no sense an
agent provocateur. The earl's servant was content